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ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
Students at Kennebec Valley Community College are expected to be honest and forthright in
their academic endeavors. Since assignments, papers, computer programs, tests and discussions
of college course work are the core of the educational process, KVCC demands the strictest
honesty of students in their various academic tasks. To ensure that the standards of honesty
essential to meaningful academic accomplishment are maintained, the College has set forth this
policy that relates to all academic endeavors on or off campus (i.e. classroom, clinical and work
sites). The College considers the following as types of academic dishonesty:

Cheating is an act of deception by which a student misrepresents that he/she has mastered
information on an academic exercise that he/she has not mastered. Examples of cheating may
include:
•

Copying from another student's test paper.

•

Allowing another student to copy from a test paper.

•

Using the course textbook or other material such as a notebook brought to a class
meeting, but not authorized for use during the test.

•

Collaborating during a test with any other person by giving or receiving information
without authority.

•

Using specifically prepared materials during a test, (e.g., notes, formula lists, notes
written on the student's clothing, etc.) .

Fabrication:
Fabrication is the intentional use of invented information or the falsification of research or other
findings with the intent to deceive. Examples of fabrication include:
•

Citing information not taken from the source indicated.

•

Listing sources in a bibliography not used in the academic exercise.

•

Inventing data or course information for research or other academic exercises.

•

Submitting, as your own, any academic exercises (e.g. written work, computer work, etc.)
prepared totally or in part by another.

•

Taking a test for someone else or permitting someone else to take a test for you.

Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else's words, ideas, or data as one's own work. When a
student submits work for credit that includes the words, ideas, or data of others, the source of that
information must be acknowledged through complete, accurate and specific citation of sources in
endnotes or footnotes. If verbatim statements are included, they must be set off by quotation
marks. By placing his/her name on work submitted for credit, the student certifies the originality
of all work not otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgments. A student will avoid being
charged with plagiarism if there is an acknowledgment of indebtedness.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY PROCEDURES:
If an instructor can reasonably demonstrate that a student violated the policy on academic
dishonesty, the faculty member shall immediately inform the student and discuss the
circumstances.
The department chair shall determine that:
•
no further action is necessary; or
•
required work will be resubmitted with appropriate changes; or
•.
the student will receive a failing grade in the work submitted on the assignment;
or
•
In the case of a repeated offense, cheating on a final examination and/or
plagiarism on a major project, the instructor will notify the department chair, the
Academic Dean and the student of the intent to fail that student in the course for
which the work was done. Documentation supporting the charge is to be available
upon request by the parties concerned. The Academic Dean, having been
informed of the case may decide to :
•
suspend; or
•
expel the student.
The Academic Dean will inform the student(s) in writing of this decision.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY APPEAL PROCESS
A student may appeal a decision of expulsion or suspension from the College. The student will
have ten (10) days to appeal, in writing, a decision to suspend or expel. If the student decides to
appeal the decision of the Academic Dean in cases dealing with suspension or expulsion from
the College, the Academic Dean shall convene a review committee consisting of three faculty
members (two from the department involved) and two students. The committee shall invite the
student and the instructor to address the suspension or expulsion but shall deliberate in private. If
the review committee is convened, it shall make a written report to the Academic Dean. The
report may recommend a sanction. The Academic Dean shall make the final decision regarding
sanction and shall inform the student immediately.

